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This magazine gives you an insight into the vibrant 
learning environment which exists at Ballyoran 
Primary School and the many skills that are 
promoted at the school through both curricular 
and extra-curricular activities.  It contains 
contributions from all our current pupils as well as 
a few snapshots from the past.

Ballyoran is a very special school and one which 
has made an outstanding contribution to the 
local community over the past 40 years.  It is my 
privilege to be Principal of such a wonderful school 
with pupils who have been rightly described as “the 
best children anywhere.”

As with any publication there are many people 
without whose help this magazine would have 
been impossible to produce.  I would like to 
thank everyone - both staff and pupils who have 
contributed articles to the magazine in any way.  A 
special thank you to Mrs Huddleson for planning 

and co-ordinating its publication and to the staff at 
In House Productions for their advice, expertise 
and creativity.  Thanks are also due to all the 
businesses who sponsored advertising space - your 
generous support has helped make this magazine a 
reality.  Lastly, thank you the reader for purchasing 
the magazine.

Finally, I commend this magazine to you and trust 
that you will enjoy reading it. I hope that it gives 
you a taste of the happy, supportive, inclusive and 
welcoming ethos that makes Ballyoran Primary 
School such a special place to be.  It is a school 
with a tremendous history and an exciting future.

Happy 40th Birthday Ballyoran Primary School.

Richard Woolsey
Principal

In this very special year for Ballyoran Primary School it gives me great 
pleasure to introduce this Special 40th Anniversary School Magazine.

Foreword

40th
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It is my very great privilege to be able to express my personal 
greetings and the greetings of the Board of Governors to all 
at Ballyoran Primary School as it marks its 40th Anniversary.  
As Chairman of the Board of Governors over these past 
13 years I am very proud of what has been achieved by the 
school and I would like to wish the Principal, staff and pupils 
every blessing for the future.  I trust that this anniversary 
magazine will rekindle the memories of many who have been 
associated with the school over the years.

Jim Campbell

A Note from the 
Chairperson of the Board of Governors

Ballyoran Primary School 
was officially opened 
on 3rd September 
1974 by Canon FW 
Gowing, Chairman of the 
Southern Education and 
Library Board.

The school which was a modern 
design for the time was to replace 
local smaller schools such as Park 
Road.  

The building design was unique to 
the Craigavon area and is exactly 
the same as two other local primary 
schools - Drumgor and Tullygally.

The layout of the building remained 
largely unchanged until a major 
refurbishment took place in 
2012 which transformed the 
accommodation.

Ballyoran Primary School in 1974

The First Staff

A Short History



A Trip Down 
Memory Lane
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Previous Anniversaries

25th Anniversary
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During the event Minister O’Dowd unveiled a 
plaque to mark the occasion and a blessing was 
carried out by Parish Priest, Fr Michael O’Dwyer. 
The works which commenced in November 
2011 included the relocation of the nursery 
unit to brand new state of the art and modern 
accommodation to allow it to become a more 
integral part of the main school building.  A brand 
new suite of Foundation Stage classrooms for 
P1 and P2 as well as the refurbishment of the 
entrance area, the provision of a new library and 
new toilet facilities as well as additional resource 
and storage space. 

Following a tour of the school the Minister 
said: “It is a pleasure to be in Ballyoran Primary 
School today to celebrate the completion of their 
£500,000 refurbishment project. I had previously 
visited the school in October last year just 
before the refurbishment works kicked off so I 
can clearly see just how much of an impact these 
improvements have made.”

The Minister also commented on the music and 

Official Opening of Newly Refurbished School

Education Minister, John O’Dowd, has attended the official opening of a 
new £500,000 refurbishment at Ballyoran Primary School in Portadown - 
Wednesday, 13 June 2012
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dance performance provided by the pupils: “As 
I visit schools across the north I am continually 
amazed by the fantastic talent displayed by our 
children and young people. That talent has been 
in evidence yet again here today at Ballyoran 
and I would like to thank the school choir, the 
instrumental group, the Irish dancers and all 
the children for their great welcome and the 
entertainment they have provided.”

“I also welcome the fact that Ballyoran Primary 
School is represented by many different cultures 
and nationalities so it was particularly good to hear 
the beautiful singing from a group of Polish children 
at the school.”

In conclusion the Minister said: “I would like 
to thank the school Principal, Richard Woolsey 
for inviting me to participate in this special event 
today. As we approach the end of the school year 
I also want to acknowledge the hard work and 
dedication of all those involved with Ballyoran 
Primary School and I hope that all the staff, pupils 
and their families have a relaxing and enjoyable 
summer break.”
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Opening of Community Learning Centre
Thursday 11th October 2012
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The Minister for Social Development, Mr Nelson McCausland was in 
Portadown to officially open the new Community Learning Centre at 
Ballyoran Primary School on Thursday 11th October 2012.
The new facility comprises an ICT Suite, multi 
purpose Community Room, Interview Room, 
toilets, changing rooms and baby changing facilities.

The Community Learning Centre is used by the 
school during the day and is available for the local 
community to use both inside and outside school 
hours.  Blossom Surestart are already using the 
Community Room three days each week to house 
one of their In Tune Programmes for Two Year 
olds and the school has hosted an ICT Beginner’s 
Course for adults.  

Mr McCausland said:  “Ballyoran Primary 
School is well known for its welcoming, friendly 
atmosphere and its happy, caring, safe and 
stimulating learning environment and I am pleased 
to experience this at first hand this morning.”

“Too many people continue to experience 
barriers to employment because of a lack of 
qualifications. I am determined to help remove 
these barriers. Education is one of the issues 
which must be addressed if we are to tackle the 
cycle of deprivation in the three Neighbourhood 
Renewal Areas in Craigavon, and greater parental 
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Board and the Southern Regional College 
to provide a range of education and training 
programmes in the three Neighbourhood 
Renewal Areas in the Borough of Craigavon. These 
programmes span the entire age spectrum, from 
primary school, to secondary school to adult 
education.  I am confident they will help address 
the economic, educational and social problems 
facing residents in these communities and will, in 
time, contribute to an increase in prosperity and 
quality of life.”

The Principal Mr Richard Woolsey in his speech 
thanked the many people who had supported him 
in making the vision of a Community Learning 
Centre at Ballyoran Primary School a reality.  He 
paid tribute to the Portadown Neighbourhood 
Renewal Partnership and in particular its 
Chairperson Mrs Margaret Connolly who was 
pivotal in bringing this project to fruition.  He also 
thanked Mrs Nicola Mitchell, Project Officer from 
the SELB for her support.

Mr Woolsey stated “Ballyoran Primary School is 
a school at the centre of the community, it exists 
to serve the people of this community and we are 
very excited about the opportunities that this new 
facility gives us to further strengthen the links with 
the local community.”

Anyone wishing to book the new centre should 
contact the school office.

involvement in children’s educational development 
is a key factor.  

“The Community Learning Centre at Ballyoran 
Primary School will not only facilitate such 
engagement but it will also provide a local venue 
through which parents might be encouraged to 
undertake adult education courses in more familiar 
surroundings.”

The centre, costing in excess of £140,000, 
was financed through the Department for 
Social Development’s Neighbourhood Renewal 
Investment Fund, with an in kind contribution 
of approximately £13,000 from the Southern 
Education and Library Board. 

The Minister concluded: “To date my Department 
has assisted the Southern Education and Library 



Awards

Young Enterprise Centre of Excellence 2012-2013

Eco School Green Flag Award - 2013

Winner - SELB Medium School - 
Best Kept School Award 2006
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Work From 
Current Pupils
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Nursery 1 - Hand Prints
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Nursery 2 - Hand Prints
Stephanie Victoria Owen

Yara Jamie Lucie

Daniel OisinRuaíri
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Isaac Cristiano Nadia

Peter Filip Luke

Matthew Eva Callum
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Nicola Lucy Lukas

Emma Nikki Taylor

Ben
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Year 1 - Writing & Drawing
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Year 2B - We Are All Special
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Year 2M - When I Grow Up



24



25

Year 3 - Class Dictionary
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Year 4 - Poems



33



34



35



36



37



38

U
nit C

 M
ayfair B

usiness C
entre 

G
arvaghy R

oad, 
Portadow

n B
T62 1H

A

t:	028 3839 2310
e:	info@

purebeautyportadow
n.co.uk

w
:	w

w
w

.purebeautyportadow
n.co.uk



39

Year 5 - Hieroglyphics

Emma Rose White Trainor

Steven Ferreira

Madison Hall
Shane Caulfield

Callum Mulholland

Megan Stewart

Shay Kelly

Grace O’Connor
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10% OFFUNIFORMSIN JULY

Katie Hatton

Kathlyn Paulino

Vitor Guerra

Natasha Berry

Aidan Kelly

Andy Mulligan

Kathleen Ward
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Year 5 - Ancient Egypt Fact Files
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Friends and family past and present  reuniting as one. 

Our school is unique. 

Responsible and respectful in our school community. 

Talented teachers and pupils working together. 

Independent and very hard working 

E xcellence, creativity and integrity. 

Together we celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Ballyoran Primary School Happy memories we will cherish forever.	
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Year 6 - Poems
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l	 Uniforms and sportswear for all local schools, 
including Ballyoran Primary School

l	 Uniforms for Ballyoran Nursery
l	 10% discount on school uniforms in July:  a 

deposit will secure your uniform for next term

18 HIGH STREET PORTADOWN 
TEL: 028 3833 2244

Jean’s Home Bakery
Fresh Bread Daily

Cakes for all occasions

154 Garvaghy Road, 
Portadown BT62 1EZ

Tel: 028 38331348
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Year 6 - Paintings & Drawings

By Oliwia Osinska

By William Paulino
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By Oliwia Osinska By Keila Bradley
By Danica Hall

By Courtney Sharpe
By Melissa Miguel

By Shannon Berry

By Ryan McGeown By Ana Vidal By Nathan Prunty
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By Cain Hendron By Cain Hendron By Reaghan Mckinstry

By Reaghan Mckinstry
By Oisin Mulholland By Calum Caulfield

By David Tennyson
By Sandra Pereira By David Tennyson
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By Calum Caulfield

By William Paulino

By Nathan Campbell

By Joao Paulo Ferreira

By Joao Paulo Ferreira
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Year 7 - Staff Interviews etc.
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Current Class Photos

Nursery 1 - Mrs Mulholland Nursery 2 - Mrs Carson/Mrs Wells

Year 3 - Miss McGibbonYear 2 - Mrs McGinnell

Year 2 - Mrs BiggerstaffYear 1 - Mrs Mackle
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Year 7 - Mrs Heaney/Mrs RussellYear 6 - Mrs Brown/Mrs Walker

Year 5 - Mr SkeffingtonYear 4 - Mrs McCreesh-West

LSC - Mr Hendron Pupil Council
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Playground Friends

Choir
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Instrumentalists

Soccer Team Gaelic Football Team

Irish Dancers

House Captains & Vice-Captains Eco-Committee
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Year 7 - Staff Interviews continuted
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First Trust Bank is a trade mark of AIB Group (UK) p.l.c. (a wholly owned subsidiary of Allied Irish 
Banks, p.l.c.), incorporated in Northern Ireland. Registered Offi ce 4 Queen’s Square, Belfast BT1 3DJ. 
Registered Number NI018800. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.

Talk to us about
• Current accounts
• Savings and investments
• Mortgages and loans
• Credit cards
• Financial planning

Call into any branch • 0845 6005 925 
www.fi rsttrustbank.co.uk
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Handcrafted bespoke sandwiches, 
lovingly prepared coffees &  
delicious fresh smoothies

33 High Street, Portadown
T: 028 3833 2211 | 
F: 028 3833 2242 | 
E: info@unch.co.uk | 
W: www.unch.co.uk

... Plus a cross-our-hearts promise that  
everything we make is how & when you want it
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LSC Work

NathanBaylee
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RyanleeRomit



77



78

Sales/
Repairs

Claud Butler
Raleigh

Trek

2 Ashgrove Road, 
Portadown, 
Co. Armagh 
BT62 1PA

t :	 028 3833 5254
e :	 sales@ashgrovecycles.co.uk
w :	 www.ashgrovecycles.co.uk



Gaelic Club

After School Clubs

Netball is a very fun sport for girls in Years 4 
and 5. We have learnt lots of passes like the 
chest pass, the shoulder pass and the overhead 
pass. We also learn rules for netball for 
example if you have the ball in your hands, you 
cannot move your feet. Every Tuesday we have 
so much fun!

By Grace and Megan (Year 5)

Every Tuesday we meet in the Assembly Hall 
for Netball Club.  We begin with some warm 
up games which are always good fun. Next 
we practice our ball skills. We learn different 
Netball passes so we can use them in our 
matches. Then we practice scoring goals into 
the net. We decide our positions and play 
matches against each other. We really enjoy 
Netball because it is good fun and we get to 
play with our friends.

By Madison and Emma Rose (Year 5)

Netball
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Mrs Barkley organises an Art Club which 
meets for six weeks during the Autumn 
Term.  Pupils use a variety of Art materials and 
techniques including textiles, collage, painting 
and printing.  The finished Artwork creates a 
festive Christmas display in the Assembly Hall.

Art Club
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Drama Club

Drama Club is really fun. Every Thursday you 
can express your feelings and pretend to be 
people you wouldn’t normally be. Every week 
in Drama Club we play lots of fun games. We 
play warm up games like Bippity Bippity Bop 
and concentration games like No Questions 
Please.  
One week we were given interesting and funny 

scenarios that we had to act out. We took on 
the role of different characters in an imaginative 
and unique way. We have really developed our 
performance skills over the weeks. 

In Drama Club different groups worked 
together to write and perform their own plays. 
When we were writing our scripts we had to think 
of a title for our play, our character names and the 
lines they were going to say. 

We have all really enjoyed Drama Club and have 
had lots of fun over the weeks. 

(By Mia, Emma, Helena, Shannon Year 7 and 
Shannon, Oliwia and Kelia Year 6)

Eco Club
After School Clubs

The Eco-CommitteeWe are in the Eco-Committee. We were chosen 
by our class and we all are delighted to be 
chosen, it’s such a big responsibility. Two pupils 
from each class in Years 3-7 are chosen to be 
in the committee. The pupils who are the Eco-
Committee this year are:
•	Year 7: Karla, Mia•	Year 6: Reghan, Joao Paulo•	Year 5: Callum, Grace•	Year 4: Olivia, Sean•	Year 3: Cassie, Shea•	LSC: Peter

Every month we have Eco meetings and discuss 
what projects we would like to do in school. This 
year we had ‘Switch Off Fortnight’. Our Eco-
Committee monitored how much electricity was 
being wasted in their classes to encourage staff 
and pupils to save energy.
Last year we worked hard on various projects 
including the creation of our Eco Garden and 
received the ‘Green Flag’ Award. We were so 
happy and proud of our school. We really enjoy 
being part of the Eco-Committee.

By Mia McKee and Karla Eadie



After School Clubs

After School Hockey 

Year 3 pupils had the opportunity to participate in 
a 6 week session of Irish Dancing taken by  
Mrs Mackle. This was a little ‘taster’ course 
introducing them to some basic steps. The children 
joined with Mrs Heaney’s dancing class for warm 
up activities and some fun games at the end of 
each session.  They also had opportunity to learn 
a team dance which they thoroughly enjoyed. 
The children were able to take part in the Annual 
School Dancing Festival and were delighted with 
the medals they received.

In term one, Key Stage 2 pupils have the 
opportunity to learn and practise hockey skills 
on the pitch with Mrs McGuire. Weekly sessions 
begin with a safety briefing followed by warm 
ups. The ethics on the pitch encourage the 
pupils to mature through learning new skills and 
communicating closely with others. Hockey is 
fast and fun so it is important to keep the session 
flowing with a range of exciting drills. 

Introduction to  
Irish Dancing 

After School Hockey

Recorder Club
In term 1 Year 4 pupils had the opportunity 
of attending a Recorder Club for six weeks. 
This was held every Wednesday afternoon. This 
was an introduction for beginners Recorder 
teaching children the basics of holding a 
recorder, learning the notes and reading the 
music. The children really enjoyed this club. 
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Breakfast Club
We love going to Breakfast Club because it is fun and 
you get delicious breakfast.  You only have to pay 50p 
each for one day. You get cereal, toast or pancake, 
fruit, or yoghurt or cheese, blackcurrant or apple 
juice or tea.  This is an everyday choice.  Around 18 
or 19 people come every day.  Even though there 
are a lot of people, Mrs Donnelly always tries her 
best.  Sometimes Mrs Breen does the Breakfast Club.  
Everyone enjoys Breakfast Club.

By Shannon Hughes and Karla Eadie – Year 7



After School Clubs

Kids’ Club

82



C. Mallon
Family Buther’s

All our Burgers and Sausages are 
freshly made on our own premises.

Ashgrove
Portadown

028 3835 0532

High Street
Portadown

028 3833 4712

Edward Street
Lurgan

028 3834 8635

Legahory
Craigavon

028 3832 1358

Castle Street
Belfast

028 9024 9533

Mayfair
Portadown

028 3833 3361

CHATSWORTH 
CARPETS LTD.

32 West Street, 
Portadown BT62 3JQ

t: 028 3835 0862
e: chatsworth.carpets@hotmail.co.uk



Soccer: 
Soccer practice for boys and girls takes place on Wednesdays from 3.00 until 4.00pm under the 
guidance of Ambassadors In Sport coaches. This is open to all boys and girls in Years 5, 6 and 7. 
Most of the session is taken up with a specific area targeted for coaching each week and a short 
match is played at the end. From this pool of players, a school team is selected. The team enters 
a number of competitions each year, including the Mid Ulster League, the Mullen Cup and the 
Jones’ Shield 5 a-side Tournament.

At the ICT Club the kids have free time to do 
what they like. Some kids do research for their 
homework, play games, while Reghan likes to 
work on his story and Hayley likes to have free 
time or do her homework.

The ICT Club runs from Monday to Thursday 
3.00-4.00pm and its open to years 4-7.

Mrs Breen

After School Clubs

Cycling Proficiency 
The Cycling Proficiency Scheme encourages 
and develops safe cycling.  It enables cyclists to 
consider their personal safety and develop a 
positive attitude towards other road users.
Year 7 pupils are offered the opportunity to 
participate in the Cycling Proficiency Scheme 
each year.  The pupils have to take both a 
Practical and Theory test.  The Practical test 
examines starting off, stopping and parking, 
overtaking, left turn, right turn, and controlled 
stop/restart.  The Theory test identifies and 
tests their knowledge of the Highway Code. 
Each child who is trained and reaches the 
required standard on the day of the test, 
receives a certificate and badge in recognition 
of their achievement.

Mrs McGinnell

Soccer Club
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Football: We play football from 3 to 

4 on Wednesday. We practise new skills. 

At the beginning we have a kick about.  

After learning the skills we play matches. 

Katelyn always chooses the player of the 

day for the person who has shown the 

best attitude. If it rains we play inside in 

the Assembly hall. Some of us are lucky 

enough to be picked for the school team. 

By Peter Brown Lavery LSC

ICT Club
I come to ICT Club sometimes because I can type out my 
homework so it can be tidy.  I also work on class projects 
for my teachers.  Also I have free time on the computer 
to play games.  As well as that Mrs Breen is really kind and 
makes you feel welcome.  I love going to ICT Club, it is 
really fun.  It runs from Monday to Thursday from 3pm to 
4pm and is open to Year 4 – 7 pupils.

By Hayley White-Trainor (Year 7)
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After School Clubs

I am Joanna Donnelly, one of the classroom 
assistants at Ballyoran Primary School. 

Ballyoran PS offers various clubs and extra 
curricular activities for its pupils.  A few of 

my roles include running the Breakfast Club, 
managaing the Homework Club and assisting 
with Kids’ Club. Some comments from the 

children who attend these clubs can be seen ...

Instead of wasting time or forgetting what you 

have to do for homework, you can get all your 

homework done and when you go home you 

can play. You can play games if you get your 

homework finished early.

Emma-Rose and Katie, Year 5

Homework Club is very good, 
Mrs Donnelly helps you with your 
homework.  After you finish your 
homework you get to play and go 

on the computers.

Sandra, Year 6

We love Breakfast Club because it is fun and 
we get delicious breakfast, you only have to 
pay 50p each for one day.  You get cereal, 

toast or pancakes, fruit or yoghurt or cheese, 
fruit juices or tea.  This is an everyday choice. 

About 18 people come everyday, even 
though there are alot of people  

Mrs Donnelly tries her best. Sometimes,  
Mrs Breen does Breakfast Club too. 

Everyone enjoys Breakfast Club.

Shannon and Karla, Year 7

Kids’ Club is fun, we get to paint and make 

things.  W
e made Chinese dragons and 

lanterns for the Chinese New Year.  W
e made 

our Mummys Mother’s Day Cards.

Alfie, Mark, Mollie, Caitlin,  

Kelly and Leandro, Year 2

Homework Club runs Monday to Thursday 

from 3-4pm. It is open for Years 4 to 7. We 

have lots of resources to use and help us with 

our work. We can use computers to help us 

with projects like our Eygptian project.

Megan, Aidan, Shay and Seamus, Year 5



HeartStart

HeartStart is a British Heart Foundation (BHF) initiative to teach the public 
what to do in a life-threatening emergency. Working in partnership with a 
wide range of agencies, the BHF aims to save lives by providing opportunities 
for the public to learn emergency life support (ELS) skills. 

Children are often at accidents and emergencies, 
and if properly trained are just as capable of 
applying ELS as adults. By acting promptly, they 
can prevent disability and save lives. Children from 
10 years of age can learn the complete range of 
ELS skills, and many skills can be learnt by much 
younger children. School is an ideal environment 
in which to introduce a staged programme of ELS 
learning. The ELS programme can be incorporated 
into various parts of the curriculum, eg, PSHE, 
science and PE. 
Ballyoran Primary is proud to be a HeartStart 
school.
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Year 1:  	We learned how to dial 999

Year 2:  	We learned how to deal with a 
conscious casualty

Year 3:  	We learned how to put 
someone in the Recovery 
Position

Year 4:  	We learned how to deal with 
an unconscious casualty, the 
recovery position

Year 5:  	We learned how to deal with a 
serious bleed

Year 6:  	We learned how to deal with 
someone who is choking

Year 7:  	We learned how to do CPR 
and Mouth to Mouth
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HeartStart

Mrs Stewart has been teaching us how to care for 
someone who has been hurt and is conscious or 
unconscious.  I have really enjoyed it up to now 
because we got to pretend our friend was conscious 
or unconscious.

What we did was, one of us lay on the floor (in the 
classroom) and we had to think of a scene e.g. in the 
middle of the road and the other one had to think 
of what they had to do.  In this situation we had to 
get someone to stop the cars as fast as possible.  
After that you had to call an ambulance as fast as 
possible!!  Then you had to go to them and put them 
in the recovery position and stay with them until 
the ambulance came.  You had to make sure the two 
people at the either side of the road stayed there until 
the ambulance came too.

In conclusion I think that Heart Start will help me in 
life because I will know what to do if someone gets 
hurt.  I’m really looking forward to learning more.

Helena Santos
Year 7

HeartStart
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Primary Modern 
Languages Programme

For the last three years the 
school has been part of the 
Primary Modern Languages 

Programme.  This has involved 
pupils in Years 1 – 4 learning 

another language. 
The language we are learning 
is Polish and our tutor Marta 
comes in every Thursday and 

takes each class for  
a half hour session. 

The language is taught using 
fun and games and the pupils 

really enjoy learning it.

Young Enterprise 
Programme

The Young Enterprise Programme is 
a progressive scheme of six primary 
modules addressing the topics of 
Ourselves, Our Families, Our Community, 
Our City, Our Nation and Our World.  

The programme takes students on an 
inspiring journey of exploration through 
the world of work, financial capability and 
enterprise.  The children work directly 
with specially trained Young Enterprise 
business volunteers from the local 
community who raise aspirations, develop 
key skills and open their eyes to the 
exciting world of enterprise.

Bernadette McGinnell (April 2014)
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Cardinal Brady’s Visit 
to Ballyoran Primary School - 2008
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School Plays

School plays have been an important and 
memorable part of school life starting very 
soon after Ballyoran Primary School was 
first opened.  Over the years, the teamwork 
involved in producing these theatrical 
masterpieces has greatly raised both pupil 
and staff self-esteem and has helped to 
establish a sense of community and 
celebration. 
 
In the early days, many plays were written 
by Mr Gilpin himself and all pupils were 
included in an annual production.  In more 
recent years the plays were produced every 
two years and were purchased and adapted 
to suit requirements.  Due to the increase in 
pupil numbers the main cast later consisted 
mostly of Year 6 and 7 pupils. 
 
All members of staff were involved in these 
exhausting and entertaining enterprises.  
Please accept our apologies if any staff 
names have been omitted.  

MOST RECENT PLAYS 

1992 Peter Pan 
1997 Jack & the Beanstalk 

1998 Hosanna Rock 
2000 Alice the Musical 

2003 Wizard of Oz 
2004 Scrooge 

2006 Stable Manners 
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DRAMA DIRECTORS MUSICAL DIRECTORS 

Mr D J Gilpin 
Mrs C Burrows 
Mrs B Heaney 

Ms A McCreeshWest 
Mrs D Hillis 

COSTUMES MUSICIANS 

Miss M Calvert 
Mrs G Garvey 
Mrs E Mackle 
Mrs R McCall 
Mrs W Beggs 

 

Mrs F Mulholland 
Mrs G O’Hanlon 
Mr R Hendron 
Mrs H Lynas 

SOUND & LIGHTS BACK STAGE & PROPS 

SCENERY 

TICKET SALES 

Mr R Hendron 
Mrs H Lynas 
Mrs S Brown 
Mrs A Neely 

Mr B Brown (curtains) 
Mrs J Auld (dance) 
Mrs B McGinnell 

Mrs A Edgar 
Mrs J Carson 
Mrs L Weir 

Mrs P McConville 
Mrs K Barkley 
Mrs L Walker 
Mrs E Blacoe 

MAKE-UP 

Ms J Carson 

Mrs J Callaghan 
Mrs S Flannagan 
Mrs R Tedford 



Avolon Blinds: Unit 52, Armagh Business Centre,
Loughall Road, Armagh BT61 7NH

t: 028 37527874  
f: 028 3752 7468  e: info@avolonblinds.com

www.avolonblinds.com07780 965173

17 Druminure Road, 
Tandgraee
BT62 2DT
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Current Staff

Mrs Russell Mr Hendron

Mr Skeffington Mrs Walker

Mrs Brown Mrs Heaney

(Teachers)

Mrs Mulholland

Mrs McGinnell

Mrs Carson

Mrs Biggerstaff

Mr Woolsey (Principal)

Mrs Wells

Miss McGibbon

Mrs McGuire (Vice-Principal)

Mrs Mackle

Mrs McCreesh-West

Mrs Barkley Mrs Bell Miss NeillMiss Carson Mrs Huddleson

(Classroom Assistants)



Miss Dixon Mrs Breen Mrs StewartMrs Molloy Miss Calvert
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Mrs McShane Mrs Murphy Mrs Rowney Mrs Campbell Mrs Culbert

(Kitchen Staff)

(Classroom Assistants)

Mrs Fusco Mrs Glavin Mrs GoodMrs Daly Mrs Donnelly

Miss Davis Mrs Henderson Mrs D Larkin Mrs O’ConnorMrs D Larkin

(Cleaners)

Mrs Tedford (Secretary) Mrs Milligan (Clerical Officer) Mr Creaney (Caretaker) Mrs L Larkin Mrs M Cusack

(Lunchtime Supervisors)

(Cleaner)



A Trip Down Memory Lane - Staff Photos
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Memories from past pupils

My time in Ballyoran was really good. I remember looking forward to 

seeing my friends and learning new things.

I think my favourite thing about Ballyoran was the Christmas Plays,  

Irish Dancing and Playground Friends.

I really hope that my younger sister Emma can have as good an experience 

as I did. Amy Breen
My best memories from Ballyoran were Shannaghmore and the P7 
Christmas Play.

I really enjoyed my time at Ballyoran as I made many friends and the 
teachers were very helpful and supportive. I really liked Ballyoran as 
there was always fun even when learning new topics which seem difficult.

I really hope my sister has the same enjoyment from school as I had.

Laura Breen
One of my favourite memories of Ballyoran was my trip to Shannaghmore in 

2010. I went with Mr Hendron, Miss Daly (now Mrs Mc Guire!) and Mrs Heaney 

and the rest of my class. I think the best thing about it was that all the teachers 

took part and had fun with us outside of the classroom.

Another good memory I have of Ballyoran is the play Stable Manners, which was 

7 years ago now! I was in P4 and in the choir but I think the best thing about 

it was getting my makeup done by Mrs Heaney! I have loads more brilliant 

memories from Ballyoran and it’s hard to believe it’s been 4 years since I was 

there.

By Aine Hendron (Pupil at Ballyoran 2002-2010)

I had many great experiences in Ballyoran. I had lots of teachers there (including my dad)!  And a lifelong friend I met in Primary 1, and I still talk to now, named, Miranda, to help guide me through Primary School. 

I think the best things about it were all the things I got to do like; take part in a show created by Mrs Heaney and Mrs MCCreash-West called Stable Manners which was great to be a part of, and my sister, Áine, has told me was seven years ago! 

I got to be part of the choir, I got to learn Irish Dancing, I got to go to Stormont in Belfast and go to Shannaghmore which was amazing! My Primary 7 class was the first class ever in Ballyoran to take part in a Leavers DVD. I sang with Miranda in the Primary 7 Leavers assembly even though our CD broke right before we had to sing and we had to sing without any music!
  
I got to perform a piece of drama by myself which was great practice performing in front of an audience because now I am getting ready to perform in the Grand Opera House, Belfast in a production of Guys and Dolls! It was really fun being in Ballyoran and getting to do so much.

Úna Hendron (Ballyoran Student 2003-2011)
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Each year pupils in Year 7 are given the opportunity 
to attend a three day residential in the third term.  
This gives the pupils opportunity to experience a 
wide range of outdoor activities such as canoeing, 
bouldering, orienteering, ropes course, climbing 

wall and hill walking to name but a few.
In recent years pupils in Year 6 have also had the 

opportunity to attend. 
Pupils and staff always come back from this 

residential having had an amazing time.

Shannaghmore
Ballyoran Primary School has long had a close relationship with the 
Shannaghmore Outdoor Education Centre in Newcastle, County Down. 

2009 

2006 

2014

2010 

2008 

2013 



CRED –

The aim of the Community Relations, Equality and Diversity programme is to contribute 
to improving relations between communities by educating children and young people 
to develop self-respect and respect for others, promote equality and work to eliminate 
discrimination, and by providing formal and non-formal education opportunities for them 
to build relationships with those of different backgrounds.
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We really enjoyed the CRED programme.  
We joined with children from Bocombra 
Primary School to watch a DVD about St. 
Patrick.  We played Ice-breaker games and 
then we were spilt up into groups to make 
pots of gold with rainbows, shamrocks and 
shamrock men for St. Patrick’s Day.  We had a 
really great time and made lots of friends.  We 
would give it 10 out of 10.

Olivia & Aodhan (Year 4)

Hello, my name is Keelin and I am in my final 
year at Ballyoran Primary School.  Over the 
years that I have been at the school I have 
taken part in a lot of activities through the 
school CRED Programme with Bocombra 
Primary School.  I met lots of new people and 
made a lot of new friends, most of which I 
still talk to today.  Last year we took part in 
football activities and we all had a great time 
participating in lots of football matches.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed the Ice-breaker games 
we always played at the start.  I really enjoyed 
this programme and I got to make lots of new 
friends through it.

Keelin (Year 7)

It is recognised, and welcomed, that Northern 
Ireland is becoming an increasingly diverse society 
and that young people are interacting with others 
from many different religious, cultural and social 
backgrounds.   

We at Ballyoran Primary School enjoy an 
extremely well established link with Bocombra 
Primary School Portadown where Years 1 
to 7 participates in the CRED programme.  
The programme is an intrinsic part of future 
development work for both schools.  Within 
School, both curricular and extra-curricular 
activities give the opportunity for pupils to learn 
about others and to understand and respect 
difference, addressing the different aspects of 
Community Relations, Equality and Diversity.  

Last year children in Year 5 took part in the 
Dissolving Boundaries through Technology in 
Education Programme.  They were partnered 
with Scoil Mhichill Naofa, Athy, Co. Kildare.  The 

children worked on a joint project and used online 
interaction and video-conferencing to interact and 
consult.  Finally, the pupils met up for a day of fun 
filled activities. 

At Foundation and KS1 level, CRED is embedded 
through our PDMU curriculum. Younger children 
are learning the language of equality and respect. 
They are becoming familiar with concepts 
surrounding diversity and thus will be better 
equipped to progress through the programme.  
At KS2 the programme allows the children to 
develop ideas, explore concepts and nurture lasting 
relationships with our partner school.

Bernadette McGinnell

Community Relations Equality and Diversity
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Each year at the Annual General Meeting, office 
bearers are elected, this year’s office bearers are:

•Chairperson - Mrs C Dunbar
•Vice Chairperson - Mrs A Kelly
•Treasurer - Mrs S Garland
•Secretary - Mrs E Mackle
 

The Parents and Friends organise a range of 
events/projects during the year which are 
supported by other parents and friends of the 
school.  These have included:

•Christmas Fairs
•Christmas Cards
•Draws
•Discos
•Christmas Parties
•Fun Days
•Movie Nights

Any money that is raised by the Parents and 
Friends Association is spent on the education of 
the pupils.  For example last year new Nursery 
outdoor play resources and a play house for Years 
1 and 2 were purchased.  This year a new Outdoor 
Sand Pit for the Nursery is being purchased.

We encourage all parents and friends of the 
school to support the Parents and Friends as a 
vibrant and enjoyable aspect of school life.  It is 
open to everyone and new members are always 
welcome.  Watch out for the next meeting.

Parents & Friends of Ballyoran

Ballyoran Primary School has a Parents and Friends Association.  This is 
an association of parents, relatives, staff and friends of the school who 
work together for the benefit of all the children attending the school.

Christmas Fair 2012

Easter Draw Winners 
2014
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First Holy Communion

2013

2010

2009



Confirmation

2014

2010

2011 2013
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Those were the days
A former Principal recalls his own schooldays

I have been so impressed by the wonderful facilities and stimulating 
educational environment at Ballyoran School that I cannot help but tell 
you about my own schooldays.    
Our family School was Ballinacorr and my father 
often told us what it was like when he went there 
115 years ago. It had two rooms, two teachers and 
110 children when they were all present. He was 
six when he started and 12 when he left. He was 
kept at home half time to help his father so he 
had only between three and four years’ schooling 
all together. How he learned so much in so short 
a time is beyond my understanding. He was the 
honorary veterinary surgeon for the many of the 
local small farmers who couldn’t afford a qualified 
‘vit’ (vet).

The Churches owned the schools and hadn’t 
enough money to run them. The main infant 
play material was plasticine and each child had a 
slate and chalk for sums.  Much time was spent 
on handwriting, tables, spellings and grammar. 
Long narrative poems and Bible passages were 
memorized for later recall and understanding. Two 
hours a week were given to life skills, particularly 
housewifery and basic rural practices. Children 
brought turf for the winter fire. They were often 
barefoot in summer or wore wooden clogs 
which were cheaper than shoes. Lunch was a jam 
sandwich which was called a ‘ piece.’  

The Mistress taught Junior and Senior Infants 
and First and Second Class in the wee room.  
The Master taught Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and 
Seventh in the big room. Families were generally 
large and parents and teachers had to enforce 
immediate obedience to survive.  It was “spare the 
rod and spoil the child.” 

When I started Ballinacorr School in 1936 the 
situation had changed utterly. Enrolment was down 
because families had moved into Portadown and 
Lurgan to be nearer work. Two teachers taught 33 
children up to the age of 14. The School had been 
transferred from the Methodist Church to County 
Armagh Education Committee. Education was 
centrally administered and more liberally financed. 
No more turf!  John Reavie, a senior pupil who 
had a pony, got out of School to bring the coal 
from Shillington’s. The building had changed very 
little but educational provision had significantly 

improved. Though the wide age and ability range 
still existed it was now possible to give children 
individual attention. Slates were gone and there 
was less rote learning. Reading materials were 
improved, enhanced by a County Library Service. 
Regular attendance was enforced by School 
Attendance Officers. Older folk will remember 
the legendary Dick Little who performed his 
unpopular task without fear or favour. Though 
it was the hungry thirties people had what was 
known as a roughness of money and children were 
better fed and clothed. 

I learned next to nothing for nearly two years 
until the School Doctor discovered that I needed 
glasses. Mr. F J Clarke of Bridge Street fitted me 
out. Although rotting teeth may not have affected 
learning unduly the visit of the School dentist was 
a communal disaster. The cloakroom became his 
surgery from whence our screams traumatized 
the whole school. The few who didn’t scream got a 
penny.  

Ballinacorr School was what it was because of its 
size and the genius of the Master. To his 



many talents was added an unusual gift. He knew 
instinctively when children were receptive and at 
such times he taught more in an hour than the rest 
of us would in a week. He brought to education 
the universal principle that “to everything there 
is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven.” The cultivation of the inhospitable 
school garden was the perfect examplar. Clay 
soil can only be dug in kindly weather - a time 
for every purpose. The Time Table, pinned on the 
end of the book press (cupboard), published the 
principle unambiguously. “Horticulture may be 
taken according to the dictates of the Almighty.” 
Inspectors duly noted the divine reality for 
Horticulture and the achievements of the pupils 
proved that it had been successfully extended to 
the entire curriculum. Another interesting feature 
was block teaching. Lengthy sessions at one subject 
resulted in immediate consolidatory learning. If it 
meant staying to 4 o’clock so was it.

His summary execution of intruders ranged 
from inspectors to the ordained. He thought that 
clergymen were better occupied in the pulpit than 
in the classroom. He reckoned that theological 
language was inappropriate for the primary mind. 
When an inspecting clergyman became technical 
he would be invited to re-ask his question in an 
intelligible form and then answer it in language that 
children could understand.   

We did a Shakespeare play annually. I can recall 
at least three. Each was introduced by the prose 
version for children from the delightful ‘Lamb’s 
Tales from Shakespeare’ by Charles and Mary 
Lamb. We knew the story before we started 
the original. Passages were again committed to 
memory. 

At non-receptive times he played football 
and cricket with us. He was a disciple of Wally 
Hammond whom many considered to be the 
finest English cricketer of his generation and 
who was said to field like an archangel. He played 
rugby for Portadown and North and shared, with 
others, the distinction of having been knocked 
out by Blair Mayne, the Irish rugby International 
and British Lion. During the War Paddy Mayne 
became a founding member of the SAS and won 

four DSOs.  He was a rumbustious character 
subject to uncontrollable rages. Many believe that 
he was denied a VC because he had knocked out a 
commanding officer.    

The Master was a fine violinist and guitarist. 
We were familiar with traditional folk songs from 
America, England, Ireland Scotland and Wales and, 
being wartime, were taught The Marseillaise in 
French. He entered us for all sorts of classes in 
Portadown Festival. The best-known competitor 
of the time was Gloria Joy Gordon from Belfast. 
When she came back as an adjudicator 40 years 
later one of the children she remembered was a 
small fair-haired boy with glasses. The phone rang 
in Ballyoran. I went up to the Town Hall and we 
had a cup of coffee during an interval.

When I reached 12 his suggestion that I be 
entered for a scholarship created a domestic crisis. 
My mother supported him. My father did not. He 
wanted me to come home to help him at 14 as 
he had helped his own father. The extended family 
supported my mother and my father reluctantly 
surrendered. Two years later my brother did the 
same examination without any fuss.

Ignorance was bliss. There was none of the 
generated stress that presently accompanies the 
11 Plus.  But I did have a secret concern. The 
examination was in Portadown and I had never 
been in town on my own before. I needn’t have 
worried. The Master left school and brought me in 
and out in his Morris 8. 

I have just remembered that he called us 
Philistines. The Oxford English Dictionary tells 
me that the word means uncultured.  He used 
language precisely. Those were the days and I recall 
them with affection and gratitude.    

Best wishes for your next 40 years. 

D J Gilpin
(Principal - 1974-1996)

Those were the days
A former Principal recalls his own schooldays
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Ballyoran Primary School 40th Anniversary 
Congratulations

Ballyoran Primary School is a very 
special welcoming school with a 
supportive and caring staff and I 
am delighted that I spent my entire 
22 years teaching career there, 
mainly with Primary 1 children but 
involved also cross the ages with 
the afternoon classes and especially 
linked with Girls’ Hockey, who had 
a great reputation for winning but 
also were highly respected for their 
sporting attitude. 

It was also my privilege to be welcomed by 
the school and community as Principal for 12 
years (1996-2008) until my retirement. I hold the 
memories of pupils, parents and staff precious 
throughout those years – they were wonderful, 
even if at times challenging.

BEST WISHES for the years ahead and may 
children continue to value their education in 
Ballyoran Primary School.

Morva Calvert (Principal - 1996-2008)
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l	 Professioal School 
	 Photographs
l	 Individual Photos
l	 Family Night Photos
l	 Class and  
	 Team Photos

OPUS DIGITAL LTD.
2 Ballykelly Road, Banbridge BT32 4PS

t: 028 4066 2718  f: 028 4062 6026
e: info@opusmemories.com
w: www.opusmemories.com



Ballyoran Park, Portadown, 
Craigavon, Co. Armagh BT62 1JY

028 3835 2009
E: info@ballyoran.portadown.ni.sch.uk

www.ballyoranps.com
In

H
o

u
se

 P
u

b
lic

a
ti

o
n

s 
 t

.0
2
8

 3
8

3
5

 5
0

6
0


